
Grants Application – Multi Fund 
 

Applicant Details 

Organisation Newbiggin Village Hall Application No  23996 

Grants Officer 
 

Ellen Clements District Eden 

Aims of the 
group 

We are a village hall and provide a facility in our community for recreational, 
education and leisure facilities. We use any income to fund and support activities and 
events for our more vulnerable groups, to improve community cohesion and 
inclusion, and to address rural isolation. Our hall is open to everyone, seven days a 
week. 

 

Grant Priority UNSDG 

5 Sustainable Cities & Communities 

 

Funding Request 

 Project Cost £88,595.00  Total requested £11,000.00 

 

Funding Recommendation 

Fund Name Recommended Panel Date 

Holehird Trust Fund £2,000.00 21/11/2022 

Ullswater Trust Grassroots Fund £2,500.00 13/12/2022 

Total amount recommended £4,500.00  

   

Expenditure 

 Capital costs: £11,000.00 
Re-roofing 69,600 
Removal and replacement of solar panels £7,049 
10% contingency £7,964 
Inflation £3,982 

Quotes 
Received 

Yes 

 

Income 

Amount of 
funding raised 
so far 

£0.00 none 

Applying 
Elsewhere 

Yes Own funds £20,595, National Lottery Reaching Communities 
£30,000, Cumbria Waste Management Environment Trust 
£30,000 

 

Project Details 

Project title A roof over our heads 

What would you 
like to do with 
your grant? 

To replace the old, leaking roof with a new waterproof, more thermally efficient, long-
life roof. 
We rebuilt the village hall in 2010 but were under severe financial constraint as the 
result of the failure of one of our external funders, Northern Rock . As a result, severe 
cost savings needed to be made. Accordingly, a lower quality of roofing material of a 
limited lifespan was specified. In the past two years users and committee members 
have noticed evidence of water ingress and have commented on this to the Chair 
and Treasurer. This year a contractor carrying out routine maintenance found 
evidence of the roofing material failing, and provided us with photographs, and a 
recommendation that we consider re-roofing with an alternative material. 
The Trustees set aside funds for the eventual re-roofing, but these will not fully cover 
the quoted costs. 



How do you 
know that the 
people in your 
community want 
this 
project/activity 
and what 
evidence have 
you collected to 
demonstrate 
this? 

The importance of re-roofing the hall to maintain its role in the community is 
demonstrated by the enduring strong support and regular usage by many members 
of the local community 

Explain how the 
people or 
community 
accessing your 
services are 
disadvantaged 
and tell us about 
the issues they 
face 

The village has a significant number of older people and mothers with young families. 
Many cannot drive or have no access to a car. It is over a mile downhill (and uphill on 
the way back) to the next village which has only limited facilities. There is no 
footpath, and the route involves crossing the A66 which has a speed limit of 70mph 
at the crossing point. There is no regular daily public transport, the nearest bus stop 
being over a mile away. There is no retail or social facility in Newbiggin. Without the 
hall these vulnerable members of our community would face severe rural isolation. 
The community cohesion that has built up over the past twelve years is likely to fade 
without the hall as a focus.  
 

Outline the 
benefits and 
outcomes that 
you expect to 
achieve as a 
result of the 
funding 

The vital role of the hall in our rural community will be lost if the roof deteriorates to 
the point that the building is unsafe or unfit for use. 
The hall provides a place to meet at the weekly Community Cafe and the many 
educational and recreational events it hosts. Significant community events in the rural 
calendar such as the Harvest Supper, the Flower Show, the annual Brass Band 
Concert and the Summer BBQ are held there. Regular activities at the hall include 
Pilates classes; dance and ballet classes; subsidised exercise for the elderly 
sessions; bridge classes; choir practice; first aid classes; mother and baby meetings; 
pony club events; art group sessions; domino drives; Scottish dancing sessions; and 
a book exchange. A hairdresser is available at the Community Café once a month. 
The hall also hosts an appropriately equipped clinical room which ican be used for 
vaccination sessions, outreach clinics and similar health care activities. 
Many of the local residents are regular volunteers at community events, participate in 
health-related activities such as 'Active Seniors' subsidised exercise sessions, and 
contribute to the organisation and maintenance of village hall. 

How you will 
collate, measure 
and report the 
benefits you 
describe? 

By monitoring the attendances at community activities and events. 

How does the 
project/activity 
progress after 
this funding 
ends, or is it 
one-off? 

The new roofing material is long-lasting and our maintenance schedule will ensure 
that it remains in good condition. So as such it is a one-off project. 

Living Wage n/a 
  

No of 
beneficiaries 

15000 No of volunteers 15 

  

Assessment 

Organisation Newbiggin Village Hall is an incorporated charitable trust (1180409) with the aim of 
providing, as stated in its constitution, “a facility for meetings, lectures, classes and 
other forms of recreation and leisure time occupation with the object of improving the 
conditions of life.” 
 
The Hall is a modern community building in a rural setting.  It hosts a wide variety of 
local activities and events. It is also available for private and commercial use, for 
which donations are invited. 



 

Finances Accounts 31/3/2022 show an income of £43,695 including an £8k COVID grant and 
expenditure of £25,145. 
Latest bank statement shows a balance of 
 

Need & Demand The hall has a community cafe welcomes both local residents and visitors every 
Wednesday afternoon. 
 

Project Photos have been provided of the old roof and the water ingress on the ceilings. 
 

Budget / Value 
for Money 

Quote provided for some of the work along with removal and reinstating the solar 
panels 
 

Future 
Sustainability 

This is a one-off project and will last for years once completed. 

Impact Book exchange 
There is a selection of paper backs and hardbacks.  They ask for a donation or 
exchanges of read or unwanted books are welcome. 
 
Nik-nak stall 
A selection of useful or decorative items is always available for your interest. Just 
donate what you think they’re worth. 
 
Local produce 
Seasonal produce such as rhubarb, honey, jam, vegetables and fruit are often 
available. 
 
Services 
The café hosts several events and services. See to the right for details. 
   
Toys 
There are toys and a play area for small children in the hall when the café is running. 
Mum or Dad can keep an eye on them while they enjoy themselves with a new toy. 
Proceeds from these activities go towards maintenance of the village hall. 
 

Safeguarding Safeguarding policy requested 
 

Any other 
comments & 
recommendation 

Newbiggin is a village in the Kirkby Thore ward, located about 6 miles east of 
Penrith. Planning permission has been approved. 
Recommend a contribution from both funds 

Conditions Conditional on a satisfactory safeguarding policy 

 

Previous Funding Details 

No. of allocations No. of approved allocations Total Amount Awarded 

7 6 £11453.56 

 


